
Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA)

The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of
your child’s early literacy, communication, language and
mathematics skills when they begin school, using materials that
most children of your child’s age will be familiar with. It is
statutory for all schools from September 2021. The RBA is not
about judging or labelling your child or putting them under any
pressure. Your child cannot ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the assessment. Its
main purpose is to create a starting point to measure the
progress schools make with their pupils.

For more information, please see the parent
information booklet attached with this newsletter.

Creative Curriculum

This half term our topic is ‘Marvellous Me’. We will be finding
out all about ourselves and why we are so super!

We will also be talking about our families. It would be very
helpful if you could talk to your child about family names, e.g.
sister, auntie, uncle, cousin etc. Has anything special happened
to your family?

We will soon be making timelines of our journey from babies to
Reception so please get searching for some great photos!

In Literacy we are:

In Phonics, we will be learning the names and sounds of the
alphabet. We will be hearing and saying the first letter sound
in words and start to listen to the other sounds in simple
words. We will be practising to write our name and our letters
to develop our handwriting.

This term is very exciting as your child will be learning to read.
Children will be sharing a focus book each week and practise
reading key words.

Uniform

Please make sure that all items of uniform are labelled clearly as
it makes it easy to find any lost / mixed up clothing. The children are
encouraged to have a water bottle in the classroom, which they bring
to school every day, but can be filled up with cold fresh water at
school. The water bottle needs to be in a small clear sports style bottle
with a lid. It needs to be clearly labelled with their name on.

In Maths we are:

In Maths, we will be focusing on numbers 1 – 5. Children will begin
by counting groups of objects up to 3, then 4, before looking at 5.

Children will learn to recognise and count different representations of
numbers up to 5 and use a five frame to help structure the counting
and reasoning.

We will also start to sort objects into two groups based on size, colour
and shape.

Children will then begin comparing two groups of objects and
correctly identifying which has more, fewer or whether they have the
same amount, using matching, representing and subsidising strategies.

Thank you for your support. 
Miss Ellis

Tapestry and Class Dojo

Settling in pictures have been added to Tapestry. Please feel free to
‘like’ or comment on your child’s observations. You are also more than
welcome to add your own pictures from home. If you are unable to
log in, or have not received an activation email yet, please let a
member of staff know as soon as possible.

We have also set up all children on Class Dojo. In Reception, we will
be using this to reward children with points for all their super work!
There is also a messaging feature on Class Dojo that you are welcome
to use if you have any questions and we will try to respond as quickly
as possible.
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Welcome to Greengates Primary Academy! We hope that you feel that your child is settling in happily, please don’t hesitate to speak to the
EYFS staff if there are any problems. The adults in our class are Miss Ellis and Mrs Gibbons. Mrs Woodhead will also be teaching the class
on a Thursday morning.

The Reception year is the final year of the foundation stage. In Reception, we aim to develop all areas of the curriculum through well-
planned play activities. There will be a balance between teacher and child-initiated activities and much of the planned learning is linked to
the key topic for the half term.


