
 

 

Year 1 Newsletter 

Autumn 1 

Dear Parent,  

 

Welcome to Year 1! We hope you feel that your child is settling in happily, please don’t hesitate to speak to the 

class teachers if there are any problems.  

General Information 

Adults in class: Miss Kolbaba, Miss Proud, Mr Alston, Mrs Heath 

Monday: PE - Please ensure your child brings a labelled P.E kit on Mondays (white t-shirt, black shorts/jogging 

bottoms or leggings and black trainers) The kit can be left at school on your child’s peg. Children will need to come 

into school in their uniform and will be getting changed into P.E kits at school. 

Monday and Thursdays- Children will have the option of changing their reading books. 

Water Bottles: It is important that your child has a named water bottle available in class. You can buy them from 

the office for 30p.  

Spelling tests: In Year 1 we have weekly spelling tests. In due course we will let you know which day the spelling test 

will be and send out a half termly spelling list so spellings can be practiced regularly at home.  

Reading and Phonics 

In Year 1 we expect children to read with an adult or older sibling at least five times a week. We do not expect 

children to read a full book every night particularly those children on longer more complex books but we do 

recommend at least a few pages. We then ask that you date and sign your child's reading record every time they 

read so that they can work towards their reading target of 5 reads a week. Children who read at least 3 times a 

week will receive 1x raffle ticket and children who read 5 times a week will receive 2x raffle tickets. Raffle tickets 

will be entered into the school draw which  will offer the chance to win books or a kindle each term! Children who 

read 3 times or more a week will also get a biscuit on Mondays. Questioning your child about the book will really 

help them to progress in their reading. You could ask them questions such as: What has happened in the story so 

far? What do you think will happen next? How does the character feel? Children will have an opportunity to change 

their book on Mondays and Thursdays if you feel your child has read and understood the book. However, we do 

encourage children to re-read books they have already read to help them become better and more fluent readers. 

It is therefore essential that your child brings their reading book and record to school every day so we can check 

their progress. 

Oxford Owls online has a wide choice of reading books and in due course we will start to assign reading books 

online which will be tailored to your child’s phonic gaps. However when your child reads a book online their reading 

records should still be signed and dated. Please note Oxford Owls usernames and passwords remain the same as 

they were in Reception. However, if you have lost these, please don’t hesitate to contact me on ClassDojo and I 

can send you them. In order to promote a love of reading we will also be allowing children to choose a story book 

for their adult to read to them at home.  

 



      

 

English 

This half term we will be exploring the well-known story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, children will begin to identify 

the repeating parts of a story;  join in retelling the story verbally and begin to sequence sentences. When writing 

about the story children will practice saying out loud what they are going to write about. They will also discuss what 

they have written with the teacher or other pupils and practice reading back their writing. We will also focus on 

capital letters, finger spaces and full stops at the end of sentences. 

Maths 

In Maths we will be focusing on numbers up to 10. Children will count backwards and focus on finding one more 

and one less than. Children will then use part-whole models to find related number facts and compare number 

bonds up to 10. Children will then apply these facts to help them with addition and subtraction skills. 

Creative Curriculum 

This term our topic is ‘All About Me’ and children will create self-portraits and learn how to mix primary and 

secondary colours. In Science, we will also explore seasonal changes and start to identify the first signs of Autumn. 

In Geography we will use observational and fieldwork skills to study the layout of the classroom, school and grounds. 

In P.E we will be focusing on multi sports, agility and quickness whilst in Music, we will learn songs for our Harvest 

Festival. We are looking forward to this exciting half-term and hope your child is too!  

 

Kind regards, 

Miss Kolbaba, Miss Proud, Mr Alston and Mrs Heath 

 

 

 

 


