
 

 

Year 4 Newsletter - Autumn 1 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
                                      Welcome to Year 4! We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead and hope you are too!  
 
Special days for our class this half term are: 
Mondays: Reading Records to be checked (Minimum of 3 times and signed by an adult) 
Monday: Swimming – Children will need to bring their swimming kit in a bag, and they will be walking to swimming with Mrs Allan, Mr 
Roberts and Mr Alston. 
Tuesday: Spelling test. 
Wednesday: Spellings will be given out. 
Friday: PE with Sports UK. Please bring an appropriate outdoor PE kit – PLAIN white t-shirt, PLAIN black joggers/shorts, PLAIN black 
hoodie and outdoor trainers. Children arrive at school in uniform and get changed into their PE Kits at school. 
Mondays and Thursdays: Children can change reading books. 

 
English 
In English, we will be doing writing which links in with our topic of South America. We will be exploring the Amazon Rainforest as we 
write setting descriptions as well as writing an adventure story based around a certain Disney film (we do not want to reveal this just 
yet though). We will be practising reading skills every day. We will have 3 days of Reading Strategy where we will be exploring the text 
‘The Iron Man’. As well as one day of Reading Fluency and one day of Reading Comprehension. Children can change their reading books 
on a Monday and Thursday. It is important that your child reads every night at home. This will increase their reading speed, enabling 
comprehension exercises to be completed well. At minimum children must read 3x a week and have this signed by an adult in their 
Reading Records which needs to be in every Monday. Spellings will be sent home on Wednesdays and children will be tested weekly on 
these. Please encourage your child to practise their spellings regularly to support both their reading and writing. 

 
Maths 
In Maths, we will begin the half term by revising the Time topic from Year 3 as well as formal written methods of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division, and applying our basic times table knowledge. We will then move on to Year 4 content starting with place 
value (4-digit numbers). Times tables will be a focus throughout the year, as the children will be working towards their national Year 4 
Times Table Assessment. We will practise our times tables daily through a variety of games, and children will be tested on occasion to 
assess progress. Children will be continuing to use the TT Rockstars website to practise their times tables. Please encourage your child 
to use the website regularly at home to improve their times table accuracy and recall speed.    
                                                                                                                                
Creative Curriculum 
This term, our topic is ‘South America’ with a focus on the Amazon rainforest. In Geography, we will be looking at the continents of the 
world, naming and locating hemispheres, tropics and the equator. We will also be naming the countries of South America and creating 
a key to identify the languages spoken across the continent. In Science, we will be identifying and sorting animals into categories, 
creating a habitat for a woodland animal, identifying trees and plants in local area, and creating a classification key. In PE on Fridays this 
will be with Sports Coach UK. These lessons will be delivered outside, where possible, to ensure the children are as safe as possible, so 
pupils should come prepared for outdoor lessons. In Spanish, we will be starting with Spanish phonetics, and children are encouraged 
to include Spanish phrases throughout the day (particularly at registration).  

 
We hope your child enjoys their first term in Year 4! Please speak to us if there are any problems. 
 
Thank you, 
Mr Smales and Miss Whitaker 


