
 

 

Year 5 Newsletter - Autumn 1 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
                                  Welcome to Year 5! We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead and hope you are too!  
 
Special days for our class this half term are: 
Monday: Spelling test. 
Tuesday: New spellings will be given out. 
Wednesday: PE - Cross-Country (outdoors). Please bring an appropriate PE kit – black shorts, white T-shirt and outdoor trainers. 
Friday: Hand in reading journals to be checked.  

 
English 
In English, we will be beginning the half term by focusing on the discoveries of the famous archaeologist: Howard Carter. We will 
become archaeologists, creating and excavating the tomb of King Tutankhamun. We will use our learning to plan and write a letter to a 
friend describing what we’ve discovered. We will then start to explore and compare different Myths and Legends, identifying the 
structural and language features. We will use our learning to plan, write and edit our own Myth, including a character, setting and plot, 
based on a fictional film about an archaeologist.  
Children can change their reading books on a daily basis. It is important that your child reads every night at home. This will increase 
their reading speed, enabling comprehension exercises to be completed well.  
Spellings will be sent home on Tuesdays and children will be tested weekly on these. Please encourage your child to practise their 
spellings regularly to support both their reading and writing. 

 
Maths 
In Maths, we will begin the half term by revising mental strategies and our basic times table knowledge. We will spend much of the half 
term deepening our place value knowledge, beginning with reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers to at least 1 million. We 
will also round these numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 100,000. We will then read Roman numerals to 1,000 (M) and 
recognise years written in Roman numerals and solve number problems and practical problems that involve all of the above. Toward 
the end of the half term, we will add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including using formal written methods 
(column addition and subtraction) and solve multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 
Within this topic, we will use rounding to estimate answers and inverse operations to check answers to a calculation.  
Times tables will be a focus throughout the year. We will practise our times tables daily through a variety of games and songs. This 
year, the children will be continuing to use the TT Rockstars website to practise their times tables. Please encourage your child to use 
the website regularly at home to improve their times table accuracy and recall speed.    
                                                                                                                                
Creative Curriculum 
This term our topic is ‘’Wonders of the World” which focuses on Ancient Egypt. In Art and DT, we will be turning one of our rooms into 
Tutankhamun’s famous tomb. To do this, we will design and make Ancient Egyptian artefacts and become archaeologists re-enacting 
the discovery and excavation of the King’s tomb. In History, we will explore what life was like in Ancient Egypt and compare it to our 
own lives. We will create a timeline of Ancient Egyptian events and places and learn about the different Egyptian Gods. In Science, we 
will be studying Living Things and their Habitats, studying how plants reproduce and comparing the life cycles of different animals. In 
PSHE, our topic is Building Healthy Relationships, we will learn about some of the pressures and challenges families may have faced in 
the past and compare these with pressures many families face today. We will learn about the effect that pressures on relationships can 
have on feelings and behaviour, and ways in which to manage difficult feelings to keep ourselves and our family relationships healthy 
and happy. In RE, our topic this term is ‘Special People’, we will identify what makes a person special and identify special people in 
school and in the media, before comparing their religious beliefs. In PE, on Wednesdays, we will be training for a Cross-Country 
competition. In Spanish, we will be learning to identify and describe pets. In Music, we will learn and rehearse Harvest songs for our 
Harvest assembly. 
 
We hope your child enjoys their first half term in Year 5! Please speak to us if there are any problems. 
Thank you, 
Miss Holdcroft, Mr Dean and Mrs Allan 


